Captain Curiosity’s
Guide to the Universe
Topic: Spiders
EVER WONDER WHETHER SPIDERS ARE INSECTS?
Spiders are not insects; they are arachnids. Insects have 6 legs
and 3 main body parts. Arachnids have 8 legs and 2 main body
parts. Ticks and scorpions are other examples of arachnids.
EVER WONDER HOW
MANY
KINDS
OF
SPIDERS THERE ARE? There are more than 30,000 different
kinds of spiders. Spiders can be black, brown, yellow, pink or white.
The largest spider, the Goliath tarantula, is as big as a dinner plate!
EVER WONDER WHAT A SPIDER WEB IS MADE OF? All
spiders weave webs out of silk, which is like a thin piece of really
strong string. The silk comes out of a hole at the bottom of the
spider’s body, where it has
“spinnerets.” A spider can weave a web in about an hour.
EVER WONDER WHY SPIDERS WEAVE WEBS? Most
spiders weave webs to catch food. Parts of their webs are sticky
and insects sometimes get caught in them. Once an insect is
caught, the spider can wrap it up in silk so it can’t get away. The
spider will eventually eat the insect.
EVER WONDER IF ALL SPIDERS SPIN WEBS? Not all
spiders spin webs. Some spiders, like the wolf spider, tarantula,
and trap-door spider typically catch their food in other ways. These spiders often live in burrows, which
are holes in the ground. They might grab insects or other food as it
comes by their burrow. The trap door spider uses its silk to build a
wall with a trap door on top that insects can fall in.
EVER WONDER WHY SPIDERS DON’T STICK TO THEIR
WEBS? When spiders make a web, some parts are made with dry
silk and some parts are made with sticky silk. The sticky silk is what
insects get caught in. The spiders know where the dry silk is and try
to walk only on those parts. If a spider does step on some of the
sticky silk, they have oils on their feet that help them not to stick.

You Can Do It!
Stretch out a piece of tape with the sticky side facing up. Now walk your fingers across the tape. Do
your fingers stick? Does the tape bunch up? Now dip your fingers into a little vegetable or baby oil and
try moving them along the tape again. Now what happens? Your fingers are like spider legs, which have
oil on them to keep them from sticking to their own web!
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